THE MINISTER AND POLAND'S POLICY

It is true that Germany took umbrage at the Anglo-
Polish Agreement and that Herr Hitler consequently
denounced the Polish-German Agreement; but this
denunciation was entirely unilateral, and by the time it
was made the latter agreement had accomplished a great
part of its work. If, then, Germany has again raised the
cry of encirclement against Poland, it must be replied
that the encirclement has been of Germany's making.
Colonel Beck, indeed, furnished a complete vindication
of himself in that speech of May jth, 1939, which was
delivered amid approving cheers from the Polish Seym,
and which so favourably impressed public opinion in
Great Britain, It was firm and yet open to agreement;
resolute and yet clearing a way to that diplomatic
negotiation in which the Colonel has ever been an adept.
It was, moreover, replete with those short and pithy
phrases which Colonel Beck has always used to commend
his po!iqT to the Polish people, and with one or
two of these this book can fitly dose: c Every Treaty
is worth as much as the consequences which flow from
it'; c It is not our custom to make bargains with the
interest of others'; c A self-respecting nation does not
make one-sided concessions'; * We in Poland do not
know the conception of peace at any price. There is
only one thing in the life of men, nations, and states,
which is without price, and that is HONOUR ! *
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